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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  
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About the Bulletin Cover Art 

"Seventy-seven Times" by artist Lauren Wright Pittman 

 

When I’m creating a mandala inspired by a text, I’m able to zoom out and see the big-

ger picture, and the image itself ends up looking like a bird’s eye view, which I think is 

a helpful perspective sometimes. In this mandala, I wanted to follow a person through 

the process of reproval, forgiveness, reconciliation, and restoration as Jesus describes 

in Matthew 18. In the center, a person is standing alone, isolated, with their arms 

crossed in a closed-off posture. If you’re sinned against, Jesus says to go and “point out 

the fault when the two of you are alone” (Matthew 18:15). When you move to the sec-

ond ring of the mandala, there are pairs of people shaking hands, finding common 

ground, or at least attempting to. If this doesn’t work, then you are to bring more peo-

ple (one or two more) together to provide counsel and witness. In the third ring of the 

mandala, two people are engaging with the closed-off person, sharing a way forward. 

In the next ring hyacinth flowers—which represent sorrow, regret, and forgiveness—

stretch, bloom, and grow, bringing beauty into the now open arms of the people in the 

last ring of the mandala, who are embraced and woven into the community. The person 

from the center goes from being alone and closed-off to embraced and open.  

When I was drawing the figures from the center out, it began to look like a dance. Is 

this the picture that grace paints? Forgiveness cannot happen in isolation and certainly 

neither can reconciliation nor restoration. The movement toward wholeness is the 

movement toward one another. Perhaps craving more tangibility and practicality, Peter 

asks how many times he should forgive someone who has wronged him, and Jesus 

says, “Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times” (Matthew 18:22). This 

piece contains seventy-seven people and flowers to represent the abundance of grace 

that Jesus calls us into. The gold represents the divine presence of empathy, compas-

sion, grace, and love throughout this dance from isolation toward community, from 

brokenness toward wholeness, and from guilt and shame toward freedom. 
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Worship Leader:  Joanna Fair  

WELCOME..................................................................................................................................... 

HYMN #395 In Christ There Is No East or West 1-4 

1 In Christ there is no East or West, 

in Christ no South or North; 

But one community of love 

throughout the whole wide earth. 

2 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 

their high communion find; 

God's service is the golden cord 

close-binding humankind. 

3 In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, 

and neither slave nor free; 

For men and women live in God, 

and all are kin to me. 

4 In Christ now meet both East and West, 

in Christ meet South and North; 

One joyous, true community 

throughout the whole wide earth. 

OPENING REFLECTION.................................................................................................... 

Happy and Blest Are They by Felix Mendelssohn Op. 36 #10 from 
the Oratorio St. Paul 

Chancel Choir; Liana Austin, violin; Beth Purvis, cello; Carol Red, piano 

JOYS AND CONCERNS......................................................................................................... 

PRAYER......................................................................................Rev. Sarah TevisTownes  

SCRIPTURE.............................................................................Joanna Fair  
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Psalm 119, 9-16, The Message 

9-16 How can a young person live a clean life? 
    By carefully reading the map of your Word. 
I’m single-minded in pursuit of you; 
    don’t let me miss the road signs you’ve posted. 
I’ve banked your promises in the vault of my heart 
    so I won’t sin myself bankrupt. 
Be blessed, God; 
    train me in your ways of wise living. 
I’ll transfer to my lips 
    all the counsel that comes from your mouth; 
I delight far more in what you tell me about living 
    than in gathering a pile of riches. 
I ponder every morsel of wisdom from you, 
    I attentively watch how you’ve done it. 
I relish everything you’ve told me of life, 
    I won’t forget a word of it. 

Matthew 18:15-22 

15-17 “If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between 
the two of you. If they listen, you’ve made a friend. If they won’t listen, take 
one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things 
honest, and try again. If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he won’t lis-
ten to the church, you’ll have to start over from scratch, confront him with 
the need for repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love.  
18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes from you on earth is yes in heaven; a 
no from you on earth is no in heaven. What you say to one another is eternal. 
I mean this. When you get together on anything at all on earth and make a 
prayer of it, God in heaven goes into action. And when two or three of you 
are together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.”  
21 At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “How many times do I forgive 
a sibling who hurts me? Seven?” 
22 Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven."  
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A TIME FOR ALL AGES.................................................................................................... 

HYMN #388 Help Us Accept Each Other 1,3,4 

1 Help us accept each other 

as Christ accepted us; 

teach us as sister, brother, 

each person to embrace. 

Be present, God, among us, 

and bring us to believe 

we are ourselves accepted 

and meant to love and live. 

3 Let your acceptance change us, 

so that we may be moved 

in living situations 

to do the truth in love; 

To practice your acceptance, 

until we know by heart 

the table of forgiveness 

and laughter's healing art. 

4 God, for today's encounters 

with all who are in need, 

who hunger for acceptance, 

for righteousness and bread, 

Bring us new eyes for seeing, 

new hands for holding on: 

renew us with your Spirit; 

God! Free us, make us one! 

SERMON................................................................................Rev. Sarah TevisTownes  
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PASTORAL PRAYER............................................................................................................ 

PRAYER OF JESUS  

Our Father, Our Mother, 
Who is in Heaven, Holy be Your name, 
Your Kin(g)dom come, Your will be done, 
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil, 
For yours is the Kin(g)dom and the 
Power and the glory, 
Now and forever, Amen. 

SHARING OUR GIFTS........................................................................................................ 

OFFERTORY............................................................................................................................ 

O Magnum Mysterium by Morten Lauridsen 

Liana Austin, violin Linda Gilmour, piano 

DOXOLOGY................................................................................................................................ 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God all creatures here below.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Praise God the source of all our gifts.  
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts.  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION............................................................................................ 

CLOSING..................................................................................................................................... 

HYMN #401 O God in Whom All Life Begins 1,2,3 

     1 O God in whom all life begins, 
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who births the seed to fruit, 
bestow your blessing on our lives; 
here let your love find root. 
Bring forth in us the Spirit’s gifts 
of patience, joy, and peace; 
deliver us from numbing fear, 
and grant our faith increase. 

2 Unite in mutual ministry 
our minds and hands and hearts 
that we may have the grace to seek 
the power your peace imparts. 
So let our varied gifts combine 
to glorify your Name 
that in all things by word and deed 
we may your love proclaim. 

3 Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, 
enlarge our trust and care; 
so bind us in community 
that we may risk and dare. 
Be with us when we gather here 
to worship, sing, and pray, 
then send us forth in power and faith 
to live the words we say. 

LIFE OF OUR COMMUNITY........................................................................................  

BENEDICTION...................................................................................................................... 

CLOSING REFLECTION.............................................................................................. 

Humoresque by A. Dvořák 
Liana Austin, violin 

Linda Gilmour, piano 
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Thank you for joining us in worship today 

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us today!   
 

Church of the Good Shepherd, UCC is a dynamic congregation with a rich history and an 

exciting ministry in the community.  

Our church is a part of a blend of four major Protestant denominations that united together 

in 1957 to form the United Church of Christ.   

We claim the early Pilgrim and Puritan settlers of this country as part of our heritage, and 

celebrate the words of Pastor John Robinson, who in his farewell remarks to the Pilgrims 

as they were leaving for the “new world,” said,  

“There is still more light and truth to break forth from God’s holy word.” 

 We are a church that: 

• Takes the Bible seriously, but not literally.  

• Worships God with joyful hearts and open minds. 

• Includes children in the life and ministry of the church. 

• Celebrates creativity and the arts. 

• Seeks to be inclusive of ALL people. 

• Believes that growth in wisdom and understanding happens at all 

stages of life. 

• Is committed to work for justice for all people and for the 

environment. 

• Cares for one another, laughs easily, and rests in God’s love. 

• Looks to Jesus as teacher, prophet and Child of God.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ  
7834 Tennyson Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87122       Office: 505-856-1004       www.ucccogs.org 

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

Church of the Good Shepherd desires to be an 

inclusive community that shares Divine love as a 

path to peace and justice in the world. 

The mission of Church of the Good 

Shepherd is to build a just world 

through community one life at a time. 

Vision Statement Mission Statement 


