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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

FEBRUARY 01, 2026 

02/01/26 

 11:00am          
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Worship Leader: Axel Catterall 

CALL TO WORSHIP......................................................................................................................... 
Call to Worship 
based on Isaiah 58:1-9, by Joanna Harader 

One: God is at work in the world 
Many: To bring justice to the oppressed, To share food with the hungry, 
One: God is at work in the world 
Many: To provide shelter for the homeless, To set all people free. 
One: We come this morning 
Many: To be reminded of God’s justice, To be nourished by God’s presence, 
One: We come this morning 
Many: To find home with God’s people, And to worship in joy and freedom. 
One: When we call, God will answer. 
Many: God’s healing is in our midst. 

HYMN “Gather Us In” 1,2,3 

1 Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 
Brought here to you in the light of this day 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name 

2 We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water 
Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 
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Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 

OPENING REFLECTION................................................................................................................ 
“Beside a Stream of Living Water” to the tune of Shenandoah, 
American folk song, arr. Thomas Keesecker, Nancy Kraft, lyrics 
Chancel Choir 

Lyrics: 

Beside a stream of living water, stands a tree of God’s blest people, 
It’s roots run deep, from those before us. 
By grace, it grows by grace, the love of God abounding 

So many rings, a living history, Some are thin from years of struggle, 
Some circle wide from times of plenty 
By grace, it grows by grace, the love of God abounding. 

The branches soar beyond the steeple, leaves as varied as its people; 
So many gifts and yet one body 
By grace, by grace, the love of God abounding. 

O tree of life, O tree of glory, may our witness tell God’s story 
For all who follow in the future. 
By grace, it grows by grace, the love of God abounding. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS................................................................................................................... 

PRAYER................................................................................................................................................. 

SCRIPTURE.......................................................................................................................................... 

Matthew 5:1-12, New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition and The Mes-
sage, alternating 

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disci-
ples came to him. 2 He began to speak and taught them: 

5 1-2 When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those 
who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet 
place, he sat down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

3 “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of 
God and his rule. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
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4 “You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can 
you be embraced by the One most dear to you. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

5 “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s 
the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

6 “You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and drink 
in the best meal you’ll ever eat. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

7 “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find your-
selves cared for. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

8 “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right.  

Then you can see God in the outside world. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

9 “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or 
fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

10 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The persecu-
tion drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account.12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

11-12 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or 
throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is 
too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—
give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And 
know that you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten into 
this kind of trouble. 
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Mateo 5:1-12 La Palabra (Hispanoamérica) 

5 Cuando Jesús vio todo aquel gentío, subió al monte y se sentó. Se le acercaron sus 

discípulos, 2 y él se puso a enseñarles, diciendo: 

3 — Felices los de espíritu sencillo, porque suyo es el reino de los cielos. 

4 Felices los que están tristes, porque Dios mismo los consolará. 

5 Felices los humildes, porque Dios les dará en herencia la tierra. 

6 Felices los que desean de todo corazón que se cumpla la voluntad de Dios, porque Di-

os atenderá su deseo. 

7 Felices los misericordiosos, porque Dios tendrá misericordia de ellos. 

8 Felices los que tienen limpia la conciencia, porque ellos verán a Dios. 

9 Felices los que trabajan en favor de la paz, porque Dios los llamará hijos suyos. 

10 Felices los que sufren persecución por cumplir la voluntad de Dios, porque suyo es el 

reino de los cielos. 

11 Felices ustedes cuando los insulten y los persigan, y cuando digan falsamente de 

ustedes toda clase de infamias por ser mis discípulos. 

12 ¡Alégrense y estén contentos, porque en el cielo tienen una gran recompensa! ¡Así 

también fueron perseguidos los profetas que vivieron antes que ustedes! 

A TIME FOR ALL AGES................................................................................................................ 

HYMN #575 O For a World 1-4 

1 O for a world where everyone 
respects each other’s ways, 
Where love is lived and all is done 
With justice and with praise. 

2 O for a world where goods are shared 
And misery relieved, 
Where truth is spoken, children spared, 
Equality achieved. 

3 We welcome one world family 
And stuggle with each choice 
That opens us to unity 
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And gives our vision voice. 

4 The poor are rich, the weak are strong, 
The foolish ones are wise 
Tell all who mourn; outcasts belong, 
Who perishes will rise. 

5 O for a world preparing for 
God’s glorious reign of peace, 
Where time and tears will be no more, 
And all but love will cease. 

SERMON..................................................................................................Rev. Dr. Sarah Townes  

PASTORAL PRAYER........................................................................................................................ 

PRAYER OF JESUS 

Our Father, Our Mother, 
Who is in Heaven, Holy be Your name, 
Your Kin(g)dom come, Your will be done, 
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil, 
For yours is the Kin(g)dom and the 
Power and the glory, 
Now and forever, Amen. 

BAPTISM............................................................................................................................................... 
“I Am One Voice” 

SHARING OUR GIFTS................................................................................................................... 

OFFERTORY...................................................................................................................................... 
"Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated," by Henri A. C. Malan, based on HENDON, arr. By 
John Purifoy. Dorenda Morse, piano 

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God the source of all our gifts. 
Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts. 
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Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION.......................................................................................................... 

COMMUNION.................................................................................................................................... 
"Peace Is Flowing Like a River and Make Me a Channel of Your Peace," "Peace Is Flowing" by 
Carey Landry, "Prayer of St. Francis," by Sebastian Temple, arr. By Janet Vogt. Dorenda Morse, 
piano 

LIFE OF OUR COMMUNITY...................................................................................................... 

CLOSING.............................................................................................................................................. 
Dorenda Morse, piano 

BENEDICTION................................................................................................................................... 

Permissions: 
 

“Gather Us In” © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Contributors: Marty Haugen 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-721312. All rights 
reserved. 

 
“Beside a Stream of Living Water” Contributors: Thomas Keesecker and Nancy Kraft 

@ 2017 Choristers Guild 
Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-721312. All rights 

reserved. 
"Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated," Contributors: John Purifoy, Henri A. C. Malan © 

2002 Lorenz Publishing Co. 
Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-721312. All rights 

reserved. 
 

"Peace Is Flowing Like a River and Make Me a Channel of Your Peace," "Peace Is Flowing" 
Contributors: Carey Landry, Janet Vogt "Prayer of St. Francis," Contributors: Sebastian Temple 

and Janet Vogt “Peace is Flowing” 1975 and 1979 Prayer of St. Francis 1967, 1998 © OCP 
Publications 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-721312. All rights 
reserved. 
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Thank you for joining us in worship today 

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us today!   
 

Church of the Good Shepherd, UCC is a dynamic congregation with a rich history 

and vibrant ministry in the community. Our church is a part of a blend of five major 

Protestant denominations that united together in 1957 to form the United Church of 

Christ: Congregational, Christian, Afro-Christian, German Evangelical and 

Reformed. We celebrate the words of Pastor John Robinson, who in his farewell 

remarks to the Pilgrims as they were leaving for the “new world,” said, “There is 

still more light and truth to break forth from God’s holy word.” We say at our church 

that "God is still speaking!" “There is still more light and truth to break forth from 

God’s holy word.” 

•  We are a church that: 

• Centers our faith and practice in the life and ministry Jesus Christ. 

• Takes the Bible seriously, not literally. 

• Builds community partnerships across differences. 

• Worships God with joyful hearts and open minds. 

• Includes children in the life and ministry of the church. 

• Celebrates creativity and the arts. 

• Encounters Christ in Creation, community, sacraments, music, 

scripture, and service. 

• Listens and responds to the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

• Celebrates an open table and seeks to be inclusive of ALL people. 

• Seeks to live out our faith in the world as we build God's reign of 

love and justice on earth. 

• Believes that growth in wisdom and understanding happens at all 

stages of life. 

• Embraces solidarity, not just charity. 

• Is committed to work for justice for all people and for the 

environment. 

• Cares for one another, laughs easily, and rests in God’s love.  

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ  
7834 Tennyson Street NE, Albuquerque, NM 87122       Office: 505-856-1004       www.ucccogs.org 

No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

Church of the Good Shepherd desires to be an 

inclusive community that shares Divine love as a 
The mission of Church of the Good 

Vision Statement Mission Statement 


